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OPENING SESSION 

2. Patrik Kolar, Head of Department for LIFE and Horizon 2020, Executive 

Agency for Small and Medium-sized Enterprises 

Patrik Kolar studied chemistry and obtained his PhD in chemistry at University 

of Ljubljana, Slovenia in 1995. From 1997 to 1998, he worked as Alexander von 

Humboldt postdoctoral research fellow at the University of Karlsruhe in 

Germany. From 2004 to 2007, he was a "Science attache" at the Permanent 

Representation of Slovenia to the EU in Brussels. He joined the European 

Commission in 2007 and worked as Head of Unit in several Directorates (Health, 

Bioeconomy and Industrial Technologies). During his work for the Commission 

he contributed to designing and implementing EU Research and Innovation 

(R&I) policies – in particular the Framework Programmes for R&I (the 7th 

Framework Programme and Horizon 2020). In October 2017, he was appointed 

Head of Department B (LIFE and Horizon 2020 Energy, Environment, Resources) in the Executive 

Agency for Small and Medium Enterprises (EASME). His Department is responsible for implementation 

of the LIFE programme as well as the Energy efficiency part of the "Energy Challenge" and the 

"Enviroment/Climate Challenge" of the Horizon 2020. During his scientific career, he co-authored over 

20 original scientific and review papers and he also wrote several papers on EU R&I policy. 

 

EASME - Executive Agency for Small and Medium Enterprises is one of six EU executive agencies 

established to manage European programmes designed by the European Commission. EASME  

currently employs around 430 Staff and implements the following European programmes:  most of 

COSME (EU Programme for Competitiveness of Enterprises and SMEs), parts of Horizon 2020 (in 

particular: the Energy efficiency part of Societal Challenge 3 "Secure, Clean and Efficient Energy", 

Societal Challenge 5 "Climate action, Environment, Resource Efficiency and Raw Materials", the SME 

Instrument and "Fast Track to Innovation" Pilot), the LIFE Programme and the European Maritime and 

Fisheries Fund (MFF). The overall budget of all programmes managed by EASME is roughly 10 billion 

EUR. EASME works closely with the European Commission's parent Directorate's General in particular 

giving feedback on projects' results relevant for future policy making, contributing to shaping the next 

generation of the EU programmes (after 2020) and disseminating, communicating and promoting the 

programmes, projects and their achievements. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

GOOD EXAMPLES OF POLICY UPTAKE IN LIFE PROJECTS 

3. LIFE Environment: impact on policy and examples 

- Santiago Urquijo Zamora, Directorate-General for Environment at the 

European Commission 

Santiago Urquijo Zamora has been working in the LIFE unit at Directorate-General for Environment at 

the European Commission for 12 years, managing environmental projects. In the past, he was in charge 

of the coordination of the selection of LIFE Environment projects, worked as an advisor for the Galician 

Ministry of the Environment for 5 years and other different environmental consultancies. 

 

GOOD EXAMPLES OF POLICY UPTAKE IN LIFE PROJECTS 

4. Can we improve nature-conservation legislation through LIFE? 

- Damijan Denac, DOPPS - BirdLife Slovenia 

Damijan Denac is manager of DOPPS-BirdLife Slovenia. DOPPS is NGO founded in 

1979, employing 23 staff, managing three nature reserves and working in public 

interest of nature protection and research. With his team, he successfully applied 

and managed DOPPS’ largest LIFE project so far – LIVEDRAVA. He is biologist with 

specialization in ornithology and ecology. He finished Ph.D. in 2008 when 

employed as researcher at the National institute of Biology. His interests are 

nature conservation and habitat management of endangered bird populations. 

He is assistant professor at the Faculty of natural sciences and mathematics and 

gives courses of Population Ecology and Introduction to nature-conservation. 

 

Project “LIVEDRAVA - Riparian Ecosystem Restoration of the Lower Drava River in Slovenia” (LIFE11 

NAT/SI/882) 

The LIVEDRAVA project was implemented along the Drava River between Maribor and Središče ob 

Dravi, encompassing the Natura 2000 site Drava. Almost the entire project area is located on alluvial 

plain called “Dravska ravan” in NE Slovenia. The riparian ecosystem of the Drava River has been 

degraded in the past, with populations of riparian ecosystems and qualifying Natura 2000 species 

either decreasing or disappearing. Several threats contributing to environmental degradation have 

been recognized and placed at the centre of our nature conservation actions within the project. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

GOOD EXAMPLES OF POLICY UPTAKE IN LIFE PROJECTS 

5. Policy uptake in climate change adaptation related to LIFE projects in 

Cyprus 

- Panos Kakonitis, Department of Environment at the Ministry of 

Agriculture, Rural Development and Environment, Cyprus 

Panos Kakonitis holds a degree in Civil Engineering from the Department of Democritus University of 

Thrace (BSc, MEng) with postgraduate studies at the Bartlett School of Architecture in London, in 

Environmental Design and Engineering and is certified as LEED Accredited Professional Building Design 

and Construction (LEED AP BD + C) since 2008. He has worked in Cyprus and abroad providing 

consultancy services on various issues of environmental character, climate change and has participated 

in a number of co-funded projects. 

 

Project “CYPADAPT - Development of a National Strategy for Adaptation to Climate Change Adverse 

Impacts in Cyprus” (LIFE10 ENV/CY/000723) 

The CYPADAPT project’s main objective was the development of a National Strategy for Adaptation to 

Climate Change in Cyprus, with the aim of strengthening and increasing adaptive capacity. The 

project’s aim was to use modelling to provide insight into the likely future impacts of climate change, 

and to identify economic and social sectors of Cyprus that are particularly vulnerable to identify 

economic and social sectors of Cyprus that are particularly vulnerable to climate change. In particular, 

the project aimed to develop an innovative Multi-Criteria Analysis (MCA) tool to inform the 

development of a National Adaptation Plan (NAP). One of the main results of the project was the actual 

development of the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) that was officially approved by the Cypriot 

government (Ministerial Council). The NAP comprises the adaptation measures prioritised by the MCA 

tool and provides suggestions for their integration into national sectoral policies, strategies, plans and 

legislative texts. Overall, approximately 250 measures addressing climate change impacts on eleven 

selected sectors in Cyprus are included in the NAP. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

GOOD EXAMPLES OF POLICY UPTAKE IN LIFE PROJECTS 

6. Developing a national environmental information system 

- Joanna Muse, Scottish Environment Protection Agency, UK 

Joanna Muse has been working in the environment sector for 25 years, taking 

on a wide range of roles, from developing environmental policy to managing 

programmes that implement Government strategies on waste and low carbon 

economy. Being appointed to manage Scotland’s environment web (SEWeb) 

LIFE project in 2012 presented a new and fascinating challenge in the fast 

moving world of digital transformation and open data publication.   

“Throughout the LIFE project, I have been on a journey of continual learning, and grateful that I can 

continue to work on SEWeb beyond LIFE funding with a highly skilled team of developers and data 

scientists.” 

 

Project “SEWeb - Scotland's Environmental Web” (LIFE10 ENV/UK/000182) 

Scotland’s Environment Web is an innovative partnership project. 

The data discovery portal is transforming access to data published 

by a wide range of organisations across Scotland. This new, modern 

and dynamic online information system is moving environmental 

reporting away from static, point-in-time publications, to a website that provides access to the most 

up to date published data for use in decision-making, policy development, research, and engagement 

with citizens. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

CLOSE-TO-MARKET INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS 

7. A new Idea of Coffee Capsule 

- Cesare Rapparini, ICA SpA, Italy 

Cesare Rapparini is the Sales Director at ICA S.P.A. and Director of production and management of 

molding materials plastics at Aroma System Srl. Until 2016, he has been a member of the disciplinary 

board of the Consortium for the Development and the Protection of the Standard E.S.E. (Easy Serving 

Espresso) and Founder and Managing Director of the Innovators’ Club at Unindustria Bologna. Until 

2011, he has been member of the technical committee for the evaluation of bank credit requests of 

the Emilia-Romagna’s Fidindustria Consortium, base in Bologna. 

 

Project “LIFE-PLA4COFFEE” (ENV/IT/000744) 

The project LIFE-PLA4COFFEE demonstrates the feasibility of up scaling 

the capsule production process using poly-lactic acid (PLA) while 

maintaining critical product performance. The standard materials used 

in coffee capsules, such as polyethylene (PE), aluminium, ethylene 

vinyl alcohol (EVOH) and polyethylene terephthalate (PET), give rise to 

environmental concerns. PET and PE needed for coffee-capsule 

production uses 15 000 tonnes of non-renewable oil. PE, PET and 

aluminium downstream production related to coffee-capsule 

production emits more than 410 000 tonnes of carbon dioxide. The aim of the project was to display 

how we ca reduce environmental impact and maintain competitiveness. 

 

CLOSE-TO-MARKET INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS 

8. Close-to-market innovative solutions in the LIFE project DYEMOND SOLAR 

- Camilla Niva and Charlotta Kinetz, Exeger Operations AB, Sweden 
 

Camilla Niva holds a PhD in molecular neurodevelopmental biology and has 

prior to EXEGER spent her career in the pharmaceutical industry. She has 

throughout her career been in management positions with responsibilities for 

staff as well as R&D results. Dr. Niva has continuously educated herself in the 

HR-field, making her a competent recruiter with deep understanding of 

organizational and employee needs. During the DYEMOND SOLAR project, 

Camilla Niva was responsible for several areas, including resource allocation, 

operational management, and the LIFE final report. 

 



 

 

 

 

Project “DYEMOND SOLAR – Innovative Technology for Low Cost Production of Energy Efficient Dye-

Sensitized Solar Cells” (LIFE09 ENV/SE/000355) 

In 2010, Exeger set out to demonstrate the potential of 

producing Dye Sensitized Solar Cells (DSC) using screen 

printing as a production method by building the first 

production line of its kind. The successful completion of the DYEMOND SOLAR project in early 2015 

was followed by Exeger building the largest screen printing based solar cell factory in the world. Today, 

Exeger employs approximately 70 people with over 15 nationalities, produces the world’s best indoor 

solar cell for seamless integration into consumer electronics, with an annual production capacity of 15 

million tablet-sized solar cells. 

 

GOOD EXAMPLES OF TRANSFERABILITY AND REPLICABILITY IN LIFE PROJECTS 

9. LIFE to alvars - Restoration of Estonian alvar grasslands 
- Annely Esko, Environmental Board of Estonia 

 

Annely Esko has studied in the United Kingdom where she obtained the MSc in Ecology and 

Environmental Management from the Queen Mary University of London.  Annely Esko has worked 

with semi-natural grassland management and restoration in Estonian Environmental Board since 2009. 

From 2009 to 2013, semi-natural grassland management guidelines were compiled under her guidance 

and in 2013 Estonian semi-natural grassland action plan 2014-2020.  From 2014, she works as a project 

coordinator of LIFE to alvars LIFE + Nature project.  In 2016, she was nominated for the „Young nature 

conservationist of the year“ award for the outstanding work on alvar grassland restoration. 

 

Project “LIFE to Alvars - Restoration of Estonian Alvar Grasslands” (LIFE13 NAT/EE/000082) 

Project LIFE to Alvars started in 2014 and has a duration of 5 years. This project aims to restore 2500 

hectares of alvar grasslands in Estonia. One third of all the alvar grasslands in Europe are situated in 

Estonia. However, in 2013 less than 30% of Estonian alvar grasslands were under annual management 

which is necessary for a long-term persistence of this habitat type. Unmanaged sites have been heavily 

overgrown with shrubs (mostly juniper) and trees (mostly Scots pine). Objective of this project is to 

restore the most valuable, but currently overgrown alvar areas and to create a possibility for the local 

farmers to manage these areas after the restoration. This project involves alvar grasslands situated on 

both private and public lands, and emphasize is on a thorough involvement of private land-owners. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

GOOD EXAMPLES OF TRANSFERABILITY AND REPLICABILITY IN LIFE PROJECTS 

10. URBANCOWS - Restoration and Public Access of Urban Coastal Meadow 

Complex in Pärnu Town 

- Bert Holm, Saaremaa Municipality, Estonia 

 

Bert Holm has worked in the field of Estonian seminatural grasslands conservation since late 1990s. In 

2012 he was employed as a project coordinator of LIFE+ URBANCOWS project by the Environmental 

Board of Estonia. Under his management the project was successfully implemented and finished in 

2016. From 2014 to 2017 he participated in the coordination of the LIFE+ project dealing with the 

restoration of 2500 hectares of Estonian alvar grasslands called LIFE to alvars implemented by 

Environmental Board. Since 2018 he is the Head of the Environmental Department of Saaremaa 

Municipality which is the largest local municipality of Estonia. In 2015 he defended his PhD in 

environmental protection. 

 

Project “URBANCOWS - Restoration and Public Access of Urban Coastal Meadow Complex in Pärnu 

Town” (LIFE10 NAT/EE/000107) 

Coastal meadows and lagoons of Pärnu suffered from insufficient management due to the cease of 

traditional grazing and haymaking. The main objectives of the project (2012-2016) were the removal 

of unwanted vegetation and reintroduction of traditional cattle grazing on 220 hectares of urban 

coastal meadows and restoration of the water regime and building the visitor infrastructure. These 

goals were fully achieved. Reintroducing grazing was efficient in stopping the biodiversity loss. The 

mechanical removal of old reeds and bushes followed by immediate reintroduction of cattle grazing 

was an effective restoration method. This was confirmed during the project by the rapid return of 

breeding meadow birds and the increase of protected plants abundance. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACT OF LIFE PROJECTS 

11. Socio-economic impact of the LIFE project SelPiBioLife 

- Isabella de Meo, Research Centre for Agrobiology and Pedology, Italy 
 

Isabella De Meo completed her Master’s degree in Forest Science in 1992 and her 

PhD in Forest and Environmental Management in 2010. She has been a researcher 

on forest management at the Research Council for Economics and Agriculture since 

2006. Her research focused on public preferences and perceptions in forest sector, 

forest management and biodiversity with special focus on the role of deadwood in 

forests, ecosystem services evaluation, forest management and planning with 

special focus on landscape planning and stakeholders and community involvement 

in decision-making process. She published 34 publications on international peer 

reviewed journals (H index 9). 

 

Projekt “SelPiBioLife - Innovative Silvicultural Treatments to Enhance Soil Biodiversity in Artificial 

Black Pine Stands” (LIFE13 BIO/IT/000282) 

 The main goal of SelPiBioLIFE is to demonstrate the positive 

effects of a specific silvicultural treatment on black pine forests. In 

particular, the project aims to evaluate the effects of selective 

thinning compared to traditional thinning scenario and to no 

intervention scenario. The goal is to demonstrate that selective 

thinning not only improves the growth rate of trees and the stands 

stability but also increases the overall biodiversity of the various 

soil components (flora, fungi, bacteria, mesofauna, nematoda and microarthropoda). This is because 

selective thinning modifies the canopy cover and enhances the rate of light, water and temperature at 

the soil level. Effects of thinning on various ecosystem services are also analyzed (on recreation, 

protection, wood production etc.). 

  



 

 

 

 

 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACT OF LIFE PROJECTS 

12. Socio-economic impact of the LIFE project FoResMit 

- Alessandra Lagomarsino, Research Centre for Agrobiology and 

Pedology, Italy 

Alessandra Lagomarsino completed her Master in Forestry and Environmental Science 

in 2002 and her PhD in Forest Ecology in 2006. She has been a researcher on soil 

biochemistry at the Research Council for Economics and Agriculture from 2010. Her 

research focused on: green-house gas emissions from soil (CO2, CH4 and N2O) and its 

components (microbial pool, litter, roots, deadwood), soil organic matter dynamics, 

carbon and nitrogen cycling in soil, bio-indicators of soil quality and health, soil 

enzymes, biogeochemical cycling, carbon and nitrogen interactions, functional 

diversity and soil pollution, heavy metals and bioavailability. She published 46 publications on 

international peer reviewed journals (H index 19). 

 

Project “LIFE FoResMit - Recovery of Degraded Coniferous Forests for Environmental Sustainability 

Restoration and Climate Change Mitigation” (LIFE14 CCM/IT/000905) 

The FoResMit project aims to define the guidelines of good 

silvicultural practices for the restoration of peri-urban degraded 

coniferous forests in Italy and Greece with native broadleaved 

species, improving the ecological stability and climate change 

mitigation potential of these ecosystems. A multidisciplinary approach is applied to define the impact 

of traditional and selective thinning treatments on vegetation structure, biomass increment, carbon 

accumulation in all the relevant pools of vegetation and soil, and CO2 and other greenhouse gas 

emissions. Trade-offs between biomass use for energy and other ecosystem services (climate change 

mitigation, recreation and habitat provision) are assessed, from both the ecological and economic 

point of view. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

SYNERGIES BETWEEN THE LIFE PROGRAMME AND OTHER FUNDS 

14. Boosting Energy Efficiency in Croatia: the PF4EE Financial Instrument 

- Hadrien Michel, Directorate-General for Climate Action at the 

European Commission 
 

Hadrien Michel joined the European Commission as Policy Officer in the Directorate-General for 

Climate Action, within the "Finance for Innovation" team. His responsibilities include the follow-up of 

the implementation of the current instrument Private Finance for Energy Efficiency (PF4EE). He is also 

committed to the work on the future Modernisation and Innovation Funds which are part of the 

Directive on the new phase of the EU emission trading system, from 2021 onwards. The Innovation 

Fund will support first-of-a-kind investments in renewable energy, carbon capture, use and storage 

(CCUS) and low carbon innovation in energy intensive industry. The Modernisation Fund will help lower 

income Member States to modernise and decarbonize their energy systems. Prior to joining the 

Commission, Hadrien worked as a consultant, including for the World Bank. Based in the Center for 

Mediterranean Integration in Marseille from 2011 to 2015, he released a report on climate finance in 

the Mediterranean region, which was presented during the COP 21 in Paris. 

 

The Directorate-General for Climate Action (DG CLIMA) leads the European Commission's efforts to 

fight climate change at EU and international level. Its key mission is to formulate and implement EU 

climate policies and strategies, so that the EU can meet its climate targets for 2020, 2030 and beyond, 

to achieve a resilient Energy Union with forward-looking climate change policy, and to ensure 

European energy is secure, affordable and sustainable. DG CLIMA also plays a leading role in 

international climate negotiations, implements the EU's Emissions Trading System, monitors emissions 

by EU member countries and promotes low-carbon technologies and climate change adaptation 

measures. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

SYNERGIES BETWEEN THE LIFE PROGRAMME AND OTHER FUNDS 

15. Synergies in forest fire prevention, the catalyst role of FIRELIFE project 

- Dániel Nagy, Forestry Directorate at the National Food Chain Safety 

Office, Hungary 

 

Dániel Nagy is associate professor, forest engineer, lawyer, has a PhD in the theme of wildfires 

protection. He participated in the development of the Hungarian forest fire prevention governance 

from the very beginnings, he is the manager of FIRELIFE project, and he managed the EUTR system and 

the project which aimed to develop the official controls in Hungary. In the last one and a half decade 

he was the participant and manager of several national and international projects on wildfires. He is 

the deputy director of the central forest authority and has formerly coordinated several EU research 

and forest fire prevention project. 

 

Project “FIRELIFE - Hungarian Forest Fire Prevention and Training Program” (LIFE13 INF/HU/000827) 

The FIRELIFE project is aiming to enhance effective, proactive 

and continuous forest fire prevention activity in Hungary. As 

99% of Hungarian forest fires are human caused, targeted and 

on time communication can effectively cut their number. The 

active communication on forest fires attracts mainstream 

media, which can significantly help to reach the aims of the 

project. The project provides training for the forest fire prevention professionals through practical 

indoor and outdoor studies, which promotes building relationships and better interagency cooperation 

in forest fire prevention. 


