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General overview of the project

 General objectives:

 (1) Preserve and enlarge populations of Natura 2000 qualifying species (typical 
birds of lowland rivers, fish and beetles) and habitat types with unfavourable 
conservation status along the Lower Drava River through restoration, management 
and improvement of habitats and establishment of protected areas

 (2) Achieve positive impacts on Natura 2000 species and habitat types through 
long-term sustainable water management of the Lower Drava River regulated by 
national Danube River basin management plan, along with assuring public safety 
against floods

 (3) Improve cooperation between the most important stake-holders along the 
Lower Drava River through implementation of common conservation activities and

 (4) Educate public about natural values of Natura 2000 sites along the Drava River 
and project activities aimed to increase knowledge and general awareness on the 
importance of nature conservation.
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Problem
 In Europe almost all larger lowland rivers are energetically used and with 

changed or degraded natural processes.

 In the Danube river basin alone, about 600 major hydraulic structures 
(dams and weirs) have been built along the main river and its tributaries. 
Furthermore, about 6% of the human population and even higher share 
of infrastructure in the basin are located below the flood level.

 Therefore, in present situation, nature-conservation management on 
these rivers is possible only along with some “maintenance” water-
engineering works aimed at securing public safety and protection of 
properties.

 Current water-engineering works often lack firm justification, while 
biodiversity is only exceptionally taken into consideration.

 “Maintenance” water-engineering works vs. Natura 2000 (reducing
biodiversity)

 Conflict
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 This important issue was addressed with cooperation between hydro-
engineers and conservationists

 Series of common workshops of relevant stake-holders (analysis, 
modelling and versatile evaluation of morphological changes in the 
riverbed under different parameters, and effect upon biodiversity), 
„working group“:

 Water maintenance company „Vodnogospodarsko podjetje DRAVA Ptuj –
VGP“

 Water engineering company „Vodnogospodarski biro Maribor – VGB“

 ARSO / DRSV „Slovenian Water Agency“

 ZRSVN „Institute of the RS for Nature Conservation“

 DOPPS – BirdLife Slovenia

Action



 Very detailed set of guidelines for maintenance works and other 
management measures considering flood safety and Natura 2000 for the
Drava River

Results #1









 The Guidelines were incorporated into the national Danube River basin 
management plan for the period from 2016-2021 by Nature conservation 
condition (No.:8-III-424 /2-O-15/MN, data 16.12.2015).

 Program of measures - Annex I - focuses on protection against harmful 
effects of water, measures for reduce the risk of flooding and measures 
for preserving populations of qualifying species and habitat types. It is 
available at the project webpage below.

 http://livedrava.ptice.si/wp-
content/uploads/2016/08/2016_25_8_LIVEDRAVA-_A6_-PRILOGA-I-
_NUV-II.pdf

Results #2

http://livedrava.ptice.si/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/2016_25_8_LIVEDRAVA-_A6_-PRILOGA-I-_NUV-II.pdf


 The Guidelines became obligatory for Drava River as were included under the Governmental 
decree.

 Governmental decree on Water management plan (Uredba o NUV II) was published in Official 
Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia no. 67/16 on 28th Oct 2016:

 http://www.pisrs.si/Pis.web/pregledPredpisa?id=URED6964

 Complete text of the Plan is available on

 http://www.mop.gov.si/fileadmin/mop.gov.si/pageuploads/podrocja/voda/nuv_II/NUV_VOD.
pdf

 maps of the plan on

 http://www.mop.gov.si/si/delovna_podrocja/voda/nacrt_upravljanja_voda/nuv_publikacijske
_karte/

 and measures on:

 http://www.mop.gov.si/fileadmin/mop.gov.si/pageuploads/podrocja/voda/nuv_II/program_u
krepov_upravljanja_voda.pdf

 Obligatory Nature conservation guidelines, result of the A.6 action, are published on (see page 
9 in the pdf for the LIFE reference):

 http://www.mop.gov.si/fileadmin/mop.gov.si/pageuploads/podrocja/voda/nuv_II/Naravovars
tvene_usmeritve_VO_Donava.pdf

Results #3
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http://www.mop.gov.si/fileadmin/mop.gov.si/pageuploads/podrocja/voda/nuv_II/Naravovarstvene_usmeritve_VO_Donava.pdf


 Yes, we can improve nature-conservation legislation through LIFE.

 Policy uptake has been achieved. Guidelines in line with flood protection & 
Natura 2000 included into Danube river basin management plan and Water
management plan

 We used the momentum of preparation of the Water management plan for
the 2016-2021 period and prepare example for the Drava river within LIFE

 Example was thoroughly presented & promoted („Mišičev vodarski dan“, 
Water agency, Slovenian - Croatian Water Management Commission for 
Drava River) and recognized by the Ministry

 Network of partners and stake-holders included in preparation of
Guidelines in democratic way made Guidelines reliable and acceptable

 Ministry showed interest for the Guidelines and accepted it.

 Water maintenance works in Drava riverbed should now be planned and
carried out following the Guidelines (standards were set)

 Replicability potential

Conclusions



THANK YOU!
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