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Forest and wildlandfires in Hungary
Year Total number of wildfires (together with 

forest fires)
Forest fires

Number of fires Total area burnt 
(ha)

Number of fires Total area burnt (ha)

2007 6691 21036 603 4636

2008 6639 17730 502 2404

2009 8658 40888 608 6463

2010 3120 7315 109 878

2011 8682 25607 2021 8055

2012 16347 91735 2657 14115

2013 4602 8393 761 1955

2014 5783 25540 1042 4453

2015 5318 10491 1069 4730

2016 2677 2527 452 974

2017 7689 - 2003 5234



Forest fire
risk
classification



4

Å In Hungary the incidence of 

forest fires has greatly 

increased duringthe last few 

decades. 

Å Not only the frequency of fires 

has increased, but also their 

intensity and their spread. 

Å This is due to climate 

extremes, less precipitation, 

the increase of mean annual 

temperature and a series of 

winters without snowfall. 



Wildlandfiresand climatechange
ÅIndirecteffects

ÅLongerfire season(februaryςoctober) 

ÅChangein landmanagement: decreasinggrazedareas, 
increasingnon managedareaswith successionsprocess

ÅIncreasingfuel load, 

ÅIncreasingnumberof fires(99 % human cuasedfires)

ÅIncreasethe fire intensitybecauseof extremfire
environment(low fuel moisture, local dry winds, drought
periods) 

ÅIncreasefire spread, increaseflam lenghtand flamehight

ÅIncreasingburnedarea

ÅInreasethe numberof large(>50 ha ) forest fires
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Forest fire is the onlyabioticforestdamage
whichwe canpreventwithinŀ αshortέtime

Stepbystepdevelopmentof the fire preventionand supressionsystem

Method: Best Practiceadaptation, researchand development

Ecenomicallyeffectivebut ecocologicalacceptablemethods

99% of the Hungarian wildfires
are human caused!



�P̂revention is invisible. 
Aeroplanes are sexy; silviculture
�L�V���Q�R�W���´��
(Lorenza Colletti , Corpo Forestale del Stato , Italy )
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